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Government will continue to expose legacy issues inherited from the GSD 
 

It is clear that the GSD are still unable to come to terms with their election defeat even 
though it is over a year since they lost. 
 
This is reflected in the venom and sour grapes that permeates many public statements 
that they make. It is deeply regrettable that the Opposition have become so negative and 
so poisonous in their approach to the extent that they are taking politics in Gibraltar to the 
gutter. Their claim to want to work together with the Government is completely hollow 
when looked at in this context. 
 
This attitude is seen very clearly in the latest statement issued yesterday which exposes 
how politically naive the Opposition really are. 
 
The first point that they need to understand is that it is possible to both govern and to 
expose the legacy issues inherited from them when they were in Government at the same 
time. The latter is indeed a duty given the many surprises that the new Government 
discovered after taking office. Moreover, given that the GSD itself often used to refer to the 
period 1988-1996 which is the time before they came into office, they should not now be 
unduly perturbed that a new Government in 2013 may choose to refer to what happened 
in 2011 or before. Unless, of course, this is yet another case of do as I say and not as I 
did. 
 
The reality is that the Government is governing and is quietly getting on with implementing 
its manifesto. There were over 200 electoral commitments which had been given effect to 
at the last count and a record number of projects and sites have been put out to tender in 
a very short time. In contrast, when the Opposition were in office, for example, they 
committed to have a new power station in place by 2010 and failed to do so and they 
announced the leisure centre project in more than one manifesto election after election. 
Housing was an afterthought for them and serious movement only materialised after the 
so-called electoral reprimand that they suffered in 2003 general election. Unfortunately, 
this meant too many years without laying a brick and the housing waiting list shot up from 
a few hundred to over 1400 people as a result. 



 
It is therefore a bit rich of the Opposition to accuse the Government of not governing. 
 
What is clear, is that the Opposition find it uncomfortable and inconvenient when their 
shortcomings in office are exposed and that is the real reason why they want the 
Government to stop doing it. The Government is not going to stop. 
 
It will be recalled that a number of decisions taken by the now Opposition, after the last 
general election had been called and when they were a caretaker Government, seriously 
call into question both their own ethical standards and the constitutional validity of their 
actions. They are in no position to preach to anyone in this respect. 
 
These decisions included: 
 
(a) communicating a pay rise by the Acting Chief Secretary to the management and 
employees of a Government owned company which was described by the Attorney 
General as unlawful and act ultra vires the powers of a Caretaker Government; 
(b) the signing of a lucrative contract for ground handling services at the airport on the day 
before the general election took place; 
(c) the use by the GSD of thousands of pounds worth of Government owned designs paid 
for by the tax payer in their party's general election manifesto. 
 
There are, for instance, other questionable decisions which took place even earlier than 
this. 
 
(a) The granting of contracts in respect of consultancy projects for infrastructural works 
which were awarded illegally in the light, notably of EU public procurement requirements. 
The new Government terminated these contracts. 
(b) The agreement with the operator of the Bowling facility in the Leisure Centre in such a 
way that the operator took no financial risk with the tax payer footing the bill and paying 
them an extra 30% profit on top. This was terminated by the new Government. 
 
It should be noted that the Leader of the Opposition Daniel Feetham was not only a 
member of the Government that conducted its affairs in this manner but he was also its 
Minister for Justice. 
 
The Government will have more to say in response to the Opposition statement in the 
coming weeks. 
 


